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Media Statement 
 

UJ and HSRC researchers find support for the President’s handling of the pandemic response has 
diminished 

Pretoria, Tuesday 18 June 2020 – As the country moves to lower lockdown levels, support for the 
President’s handling of the pandemic response has diminished by 24 percentage points, falling to 
61%, a similar level of popularity pre-COVID-19. This is according to the online, multilingual COVID-
19 Democracy Survey. 

The round two findings of the survey, conducted by researchers from the University of 
Johannesburg’s Centre for Social Change (CSC) and the Human Sciences Research Council’s 
Developmental, Capable and Ethical State division (DCES), will be released at a webinar on 
Wednesday, 19 August 2020 at 13h00.  

The survey reveals that the decline in confidence has occurred across the socioeconomic divide, 
ranging from a 15 percentage point drop among residents in informal settlements (86% to 71%) 
and students (77% to 62%) to a 49 percentage point decline among white adults (90% to 41%) and 
Indian adults (82% to 33%).  

However, according to the HSRC’s DCES divisional head, Prof Narnia Bohler-Muller, the majority of 
South Africans are still willing to sacrifice their rights to slow the spread of COVID-19. The top of the 
list is the right to freedom of association – attending faith gatherings in churches, mosques, temples 
and so on. She says that South Africans are least willing to sacrifice their right to privacy. 
 
“People feeling angry, frustrated or sad are less likely to trust the President and less likely to 
sacrifice any rights to protect others. Those who feel fearful are more trusting of the President and 
more willing to sacrifice their rights to prevent the spread of the virus. 

“Our findings show that about 73% of adults comply with regulations, which is not enough to stop 
the spread of COVID-19, thus making it more likely that restrictions will have to be re-imposed,” says 
Prof Bohler-Muller. 
 
The data comprises 10,115 respondents for the first round of surveying, and 2,570 respondents for 
the first phase of the second round (3-17 July 2020).  

Results are broadly nationally representative, based on an opt-in sample using cellphones or 
computers, and weighted by race, education and gender to match Stats SA’s demographic data. 

Round 1 of the survey covered the early hard lockdown period and the early part of level 4 (13 April 
-13 May 2020). During the webinar, follow-up findings will be presented, looking at patterns of 
change among South Africans from a social sciences and humanities perspective. 

https://www.dst.gov.za/
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This webinar can only be accessed via the Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/97216580342?pwd=c1Vnb3h4a1l6b3puMnEzNm15dnhHUT09. You are required 
to register beforehand via the Zoom link.  
     
Details of the Webinar 
Date:  19 August 2020 
Time:  13h00 to 15:00 

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/97216580342?pwd=c1Vnb3h4a1l6b3puMnEzNm15dnhHUT09 

For more information or to set up interviews, please contact Adziliwi Nematandani, 0827659191, 
email: anematandani@hsrc.ac.za 
 

 
Notes to the Editor 
 
About the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) 
 
The HSRC was established in 1968 as South Africa’s statutory research agency and has grown to become the 
largest dedicated research institute in the social sciences and humanities on the African continent, doing 
cutting-edge public research in areas that are crucial to development. 
 
Our mandate is to inform the effective formulation and monitoring of government policy; to evaluate policy 
implementation; to stimulate public debate through the effective dissemination of research-based data and 
fact-based research results; to foster research collaboration; and to help build research capacity and 
infrastructure for the human sciences.  
 
The Council conducts large-scale, policy-relevant, social-scientific research for public sector users, non-
governmental organizations and international development agencies. Research activities and structures are 
closely aligned with South Africa’s national development priorities. 
 
Join the conversation at: 

www.hsrc.ac.za     

 https://twitter.com/HSRCza  

 http://www.facebook.com/HumanSciencesResearchCouncil 
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